
EU Water legislation 
developments

Reuse, drinking water, fitness 
check, urban waste water, 
micropollutants



Fitness check and evaluation

Fitness check: 

Water Framework Directive, 
Priority Substances 
Directive,, Groundwater
Directive, Floods Directive

Evaluation: Urban Waste
Water Treatment

« Looking back »

Conclusions in mid 2019

Consultations starting
before summer
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-drink/review_en.html

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-drink/review_en.html


What's new?

Updated 
parameters 

Risk-based 
approach

Increased 

transparency

Access to water

Highest quality standards 
for materials in contact
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Costs and benefits

Costs Benefits
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ADDRESSING MARINE LITTER: 
SINGLE USE PLASTICS AND FISHING GEAR

Directive on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment

#Plastics Strategy #CircularEconomy



The challenge

#Plastics Strategy 



The challenge

- Health concerns
- Degradation of marine 

ecosystems (13 billion 
Euros a year)

- Impact on fisheries and 
aquaculture (1-5% of    
total fleet revenue) and 
ports/shipping

- Tourism and coastal 
communities  (>630  
million euros)

50% of marine litter → single use plastics

27% of marine litter → fishing gear

#Plastics Strategy 



The need to act 

EU's contribution to the 
problem 

Single Market 

Innovation race

Particularly vulnerable 
ecosystems, including 
outermost regions

#Plastics Strategy 



The opportunities

- Positive agenda for European citizens 

- Synergies with other policies : energy and 
climate: 2,6 millions tons of Co2 equivalent

#Plastics Strategy 



• Economic gains for plastic producers and recyclers 
from higher collection of beverage bottles – secondary raw 
material;

• Economic gains for fisheries, aquaculture, shipping 
and ports, tourism;

• In line with the spirit of MFF proposal on new own 
resource: contribution based on non-recycled plastic 
packaging waste + response to China import ban on 
plastic waste → less plastic waste from such single-use 
products and packaging.

The opportunities

#Plastics Strategy 



Proportionate action

#Plastics Strategy 



Proportionate action

Market 
restrictions

Design of products

Extended producer 
responsibility

Separate collection and deposit

Awareness raising measures

Only when alternatives 
are available 

Consumption 
reduction

#Plastics Strategy 



THANK YOU

#Plastics Strategy 



Draft Regulation on minimum requirements 

for water reuse

16Lanfranco FANTI, CAB Vella



Water scarcity and droughts
- frequency & intensity of droughts on the rise due to climate change

- Water stress affects one third of the EU territory all year round



Global water reuse after advanced treatment: 

Market share by application
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Safety first!
Environment and Health risk
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UWW Treatment
Plant

Farms and 
Irrigated fields

Reclamation
plant

UWW treatment 
plant

Discharge to the 
environment

(Storage 
facility)

Compliance
with

UWWTD Compliance with
minimum req.

Other irrigation 
water sources

Regulation on  
Hygiene of 
Foodstuff
852/2004

UWWTD
271/1991

Proposed legislation on water reuse

Risk management 

Reclaimed
water



Draft Regulation on water reuse

Introducing EU-level minimum requirements for water reuse in agricultural 

irrigation in order to protect environment and health

Basic EU health 
risks

Parametric values for quality Monitoring requirements

Environmental 
risks

Identification  of 
hazards and risk 

assessment

Existing legal 
requirements (the Water 
Framework Directive ect)

Specification of 
additional requirements

Risk management plan

Local health 
risks

Identification  of 
hazards and risk 

assessment

Existing legal 
requirements (Regulation 
on Hygiene of Foodstuff)

Specification of additional 
requirements

Risk management plan

Public trust
Information to the public (and end user) about 

quality, quantity, permits and compliance

Control Permit, incl. additional requirements
Information available  to EU 

environment and health institutions
Penalties
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Micropollutants

➢ Cross cutting topic in water legislation – new and 

what is under evaluation

➢ Pharmaceuticals in the environment
❖ Obligation from Priority Substances Directive

❖ Impacts on environment, risks to human health

❖ Potential solutions along the entire chain from design 

to waste

❖ Strategic approach under development.


